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UAE's Next MasterMind Awards 2025 unites
icons of influence, innovation, and global
leadership in Dubai
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In a spectacular celebration of innovation, leadership, and global impact, the UAE’s Next MasterMind
Awards 2025 convened an exceptional gathering of global changemakers at the prestigious Al Habtoor
Palace, Dubai, on June 21. The highly anticipated evening honoured extraordinary achievements across
diverse sectors, while reaffirming the UAE’s unwavering commitment to fostering excellence and
recognising global leadership.

This exclusive edition of the awards was dedicated to business and corporate leaders, authors, and
coaching leaders — a thoughtfully curated selection of individuals driving the next wave of influence



across industries. Established over 13 years ago, the MasterMind Awards, founded by Dr Mansoor Al
Obeidli and co-founded by Dr Navana Kundu, has consistently served as a premier platform for
celebrating visionary leaders who are spearheading global transformation.

The evening was distinguished by the presence of two of the UAE’s most respected figures as chief
guests: Sheikh Mohamed Bin Kayed Al Qassimi, chairman of the Department of Economic Development,
accompanied by Dr Mohammed Al Naeemat, and Sheikh Dr Salem BalRakkad Alameri, Chairman of the
Board of Directors of the Emirates Cancer Society.

Among the evening’s notable honorees was Hind Sulaiman Alfahim of Sulaiman AlFahim Holding, who
was recognised as the 'Emerging Emirati Leader in Global Sustainability’. She was joined by her father,
the renowned entrepreneur Sulaiman Alfahim, whose enduring legacy in UAE real estate and
philanthropy continues to inspire future generations.

The ceremony also featured a series of impactful keynote addresses by distinguished voices in the fields
of business, leadership, and innovation. Speakers included Dr Kundu, Dr Shaikha Almazrouei, Philippe
Gerwill, Kafeel Ahmed Gudekar, founder of Al Maghribi Perfumes and Gabriel Reifinger, the visionary
behind PowerFitness Coaching.

The awards segment celebrated some of the most influential and inspiring individuals making waves
across industries. Honourees included Dr Dana Alrahbi, Dr Shatha Alghazali, Meshal Al Marzooqi, Dr
Rikhsibay Tursunov, Hemant Bajaj, Nisha Shoukath, Eiman Alkatheeri, Salma Yasmeen, Dr Osama
Regaah, Gabriel Reifinger, May Al Buainain, Badreya Rashed, Razan Al Fahoum, Mary Saliba, Asma
Zainal, Lorena Pineda, Sabir Shaikh, Prof. Sherley Louis, Dr Samah Mohamed AlThehli, Yuvraj Bahl,
Doaa Sheikhani, Sara Kwaider, Dr Helal Al-Helal, Neetu Choudhary, Shaakira Ally, Neha Patel, Salman
Thakur, Dr Manoj Kurup, Dr Shaikh Abdulla Xec, Eiman Ghanim Salem Bakheet Alkatheeri, Geetha
Narayanan Nair, Dr Krishna Priya, Pawland, and Sohaib Irfan.

Building on the momentum of this landmark event, the organisers have announced two upcoming
editions: UAE’s Next MasterMind Awards — World Beauty, Fashion, and Lifestyle, to be held on 20
September 2025, and UAE’s Next MasterMind Awards — Healthcare, Aesthetics, Wellness, and Digital
Transformation, scheduled for 22 November 2025.

For more information, visit www.mastermindglobalawards.com or connect via WhatsApp at +971 56 506
4885.
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“ s a kid, | was diagnosed with speech
and misarticulationissues,and most
of the time, everyone thought | was
stubborn and acting up. As a result, it
took me more time -and nine
different schools- ta finish my
schooling” When Vibin Varghese
relays such specific memaories of his
childhood, it becomes clear why it

was so important for him to create Metanoa.

An artiricial intelligence [Al)-based platform,

Metanoa enables the early diagnosis of

developmental disorders such as autism,

attention deficit hyperactivity disorder

(ADHD), learning disabilities, speech delays,

and others. "My quality of life and social

circumstances would have been much better
if the disorder was found at an early stage
and proper therapy was provided,” Varghese
says. "With Metanoa, we are trying to solve
the same problem that | faced years back-
early detection of developmental disorders,
and providing evidence-based therapy with
the help of Al”

¥ Launched in the Indian city of Kochi, Metanoa came into
being in 2019, and it is now working on setting up a base in the
UAE. The startup has two parts to its offerings: a web app that
can be used by clinies, schools, and professional therapists, and
a mobile app that can be used by parents and caregivers. “We
help parents in tracking the development of their child from
day one, as well as for school readiness and learning disorders,
and provide a whole range of support services from detection
of developmental disorders, to suggesting activities and
therapies to treat the same,” Varghese explains, “The basie
version of our mobile app is completely free. and parents can
choose paid plans as per their requirements”

On the mobile app, in addition to self-assessment tools and
sereening tests to cheek for school readiness, Metanoa also
offers a milestone tracker for parents to keep track of their
children’s progress, access to a list of age-specific activities and
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goals, as well as telephone or video consultations. "With eur
mobile app, parents can cheek for developmental disorders and
milestones in their children within the comforts of their home,”
Varghese says, “The platform also helps the therapists offering
their services on Metanoa to track the results of the activities
given, and suggest changes accordingly”

» The Metanoa platform currently has a total of 18 400 vsers
spread across its B2B and B2C clients. While the access to
therapy and other educational resourees remain pivotal to
Metanoa services, what makes the platform unique is its
ahility to drastically cut down the time that is otherwise taken
in identifying learning disorders, and seeking the right help
thereafter. “People now use multiple platforms for detection,
and then have to consult with professionals for therapies,
which will be a time-consuming process,” Varghese explains.
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“We are trying to reduce
time taken for tedious
assessment processes and
other quantitving tools,
report generation, sugges-
tion for solutions, ete., and
provide more time to the
therapists, so that they can
provide help to the next
person who needs it. We are
thus trying to introduce
evidence-hased therapy
practice through the
Metanoa platform. This, in
turn, will help in early
discovery and enables us to
provide early support, which
provides them with better
chances of progress in their
disorder.”

The weight Varghese places
on the absolute need for
early diagnosis is backed by
hard facts. In March 2022,
the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) released a
report stating that about one
in 100 children globally has

autisim. The report also
highlighted that while
characteristics may be
detected in early childhood,
autism is often not diag-
nosed until much later.
However, multiple studies
have also shown that early
diagnosis of autism is more
likely to have long-term
positive effects on symptoms
as well as skills that are
developed later on in life.
And this bodes well for
Metanoa, with Varghese
saying, “The product we
envision is aiming at being a
catalyst for the entire
diagnosis process, with
humans at the center of it."

¥ It is this vision that
Varghese hopes to carry
torward while shifting his
startup’s base to the UAE as
well, a journey in which the
MBRIY accelerator program
has been of much support to

the startup, “The UAE is one
of the countries that has
implemented early interven-
tion, which is one of our core
values, and we helieve
understanding these basics
can go a long way, Varghese
says. “In the initial days,
however, we had a tough
time. There was no repre-
sentation for us, apart from
competitions at events like
the Sharjah Entrepreneur-
ship Festival and GITEX.
Even though we were
finalists in both, the
products were not validated,
and getting connections and
meetings were not easy. But
now, being a part of the
MBRIF, it is now much
easier to get access, since we
are validated by an esteemed
entity. With the MBRIF
label, it is easy to let a user
know that we are serions,
and let them understand our
capabilities.

WE HELP PARENT

“ FROM DAY ONE,
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+METANOA IS AN A-BASED
PLATFORM that enables the early
diagnosis of davelopmental
disorders such as autism

ADHD, learning disabilities and
speech delays
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» As Metanoa now sets forth
with its operations in the
UAE, Varghese mentions
that plans to expand into the
MENA are highly possible,
But geographic expansion
isn't what is at the forefront
of the founders mind when it
comes to what he wants to
achieve with Metanoa. “We
aim to touch a million
children’s lives in the coming
vears by helping parents to
detect, identify, and provide
evidenee-based support for
developmental delays within
the early stage of the child,
which will expedite the
progress of their conditions
and their lives in minimum
time " Varghese says. “In the
same way, our application
will help professionals
provide evidence-based
practice with the help of
technology, which not only
increases the number of
children that they can
support, but also helps
maonitor their therapy
progress at the same time,
without replacing humans” @
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